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Human Relations Commission, Rhode

Island Blue Cross, and the Rhode Island
Heart and Lung Associations.

Over the years he has earned count-
less awards and citations for his com-
munity involvement. He was inducted
into the Rhode Island Hall of Fame and
received the Roger Williams Award. He
served on advisory boards for Rhode Is-
land College, Providence Heritage
Commission on R.I. Medal of Honor Re-
cipients, the Disabled American Veter-
ans, and the Marine Corps League.

The lessons learned from Harry
Kizirian are lessons of fortitude, valor,
strength of character, and persever-
ance.

While Harry was just a boy in school,
at Mt. Pleasant High School in Provi-
dence, he went to work part time as a
postal clerk. He was 15 years old and
his father had died, so Harry took re-
sponsibility for supporting his family.
He did so while keeping his grades up
and participating in athletics. Twenty
years later, at 35, Harry was named
postmaster of Rhode Island, a position
he held for more than 25 years.

Like many young men at the time,
Harry’s job was interrupted by World
War II. The day after high school grad-
uation Harry enlisted in the Marine
Corps. He fought on Okinawa with the
6th Marine Division. He was awarded
the Navy Cross—the second highest
honor a marine can receive—for his
valor on Okinawa.

Harry and a group of marines were
pinned down by a Japanese machine
gunner. Harry got up and ran toward
the machine gun. He was shot in the
legs. Despite his injuries, he pulled
himself forward and eliminated the
enemy position. This extraordinary act
of valor sent Harry Kizirian, a teenage
boy, to a hospital in Guam with the
Navy Cross, a Bronze Star, and a Pur-
ple Heart with a gold star.

Harry Kizirian was seen by millions
of Americans as the face of the war in
the Pacific. Before he was injured, a
news photographer captured his image,
the image of a boy in battle, for the
cover of the New York Times Sunday
magazine. Last November, I was
present when Harry was honored by his
old Atwood-Bucci Detachment of the
Marine Corps. The famous photograph
was prominently displayed on the po-
dium.

After the war, Harry returned to
Providence and to his job at the post
office. He was a substitute clerk. By
1954 he was made foreman. He was
named assistant superintendent during
the transition from the old postal sys-
tem to the turnkey mechanization sys-
tem. The Providence post office on
Corliss Street was the first post office
in the country to use the turnkey sys-
tem. The turnkey system was the first
fully automated system for sorting the
mail. Until that point, all of the mail
was sorted by hand. The new system
was not easily implemented, but once
again Harry rose to the challenge. In
1961, Harry was rewarded for his hard

work and dedication. He was named
postmaster of Rhode Island.

What better way to honor the life
and lessons of Harry Kizirian than to
name the post office of Corliss Street
for him. I am delighted that the Senate
has voted unanimously to name our
historic post office in Providence ‘‘The
Harry Kizirian Post Office Building.’’
Again, many thanks to Senators STE-
VENS and PRYOR for their help.
f

THE BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the sky-
rocketing Federal debt, now about $25
billion shy of $5 trillion, has been
fueled for a generation by bureaucratic
hot air; (sort of like a hot air balloon
whirling out of control), which every-
body has talked about, but almost no-
body even tried to fix. That attitude
began to change, however, immediately
after the November 1994 elections.

The 104th Congress promised to hold
true to the Founding Fathers’ decree
that the executive branch of the U.S.
Government should never be able to
spend a dime unless and until it had
been authorized and appropriated by
the U.S. Congress—money supplied by
the approximately 61.4 percent Ameri-
cans who pay Federal income taxes, ac-
cording to the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice.

So, when the new 104th Congress con-
vened this past January, the U.S.
House of Representatives quickly ap-
proved a balanced budget amendment
to the U.S. Constitution. On the Senate
side, all but 1 of the 54 Republican Sen-
ators supported the balanced budget
amendment.

That was the good news. The bad
news was that only 13 Democrat Sen-
ators supported it, and that killed the
balanced budget amendment for the
time being. Since a two-thirds vote—67
Senators, if all Senators are present—
is necessary to approve a constitu-
tional amendment, the proposed Sen-
ate amendment failed by one vote.
There will be another vote during the
104th Congress.

Here is today’s bad debt boxscore:
As of the close of business Monday,

October 23, the Federal debt—down to
the penny—stood at exactly
$4,974,119,827,892.07 or $18,881.84 on a per
capita basis for every man, woman, and
child.
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THE BUDGET

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, am I
the one holding the Senate up here
now? I do not want to do that. I
thought there was something else to
do, because I would very much like you
to go home also, Mr. President.

I want to say how grateful I am, how-
ever, that 12 Members of the Budget
Committee started this battle for a
balanced budget January and February
and March of this year. They have
stuck together. They produced a very
exciting budget resolution for Ameri-
ca’s future. It had a real chance for the

first time of making America’s Govern-
ment decide that you could not just
spend willy-nilly on anything that any-
body wanted, but that you had to stop
spending beyond what you were taking
in in taxes so our children will have a
future, so they will not be paying our
bills.

This afternoon, after an hour and a
half of debate, 12 Republican Senators,
in spite of all of the talk across this
land, much of it overstating the case
on the Democrat side, voted aye to
bring that budget resolution not only
to the Senate, but to the American
people.

Sometimes it is hard to explain the
future. Everybody would like to talk
about now. Or they would like to talk
about the past. But I do not think you
can be a leader and not talk about the
future—especially when it is not 100
years. That may be too far for any of
us. But the next 10, 15 years are going
to bring absolute chaos to the U.S.
money supply, to the value of our dol-
lar, to interest rates and to our stand-
ard of living if we do not stop spending
what we do not have.

So we are sending a very good mes-
sage tonight that we are proud, very,
very proud that our committee has put
together this package which will get
the American budget moving downward
in a permanent manner. I submit, in
the next few days, as we debate each
component, you should not be fright-
ened to death by those prophets of
gloom who, I believe, are thinking in
the present and trying to frighten you
about the present while they hide their
eyes and their minds from 10 years
from now, when some of our children
are going to be in this society.

I close by saying we are very pleased
the American Revolution—not the one
we are involved in now, the one that
started with the Boston Tea Party—
was built on a premise that is abso-
lutely sound: No taxation without rep-
resentation.

What we are doing with deficit spend-
ing is taxing the next generation, tax-
ing the teenagers—taxing everybody
that cannot vote, excluding genera-
tions yet unborn. We are taxing them
without any representation for they
cannot vote, and we are saying we are
going to put more burden on your
shoulders, on your brains, and on your
productivity. You are going to just
have to pay all these bills even though
you did not get to vote. That is the
issue.

Then a second issue is: Are the reduc-
tions fair? Mr. President, I suggest
that the seniors of America, before
they get so concerned and frightened
by those who want everybody to worry
about today and the status quo and no
change, let us present our Medicare in
its totality. And you are going to find
that it is very fair. There will be some
seniors who have money—more than
Social Security—$50,000, and even
more, will have to pay a little more for
Medicare. But that is not really unfair.
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